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Read April i S.r i ^ H E right honourable the Lord 17511 J [ Kingfton, of Queen's-fquare, per mitted me to take a drawing and this defeription of the little monkey, which you and the reverend Dr. Stukeley few a few days ago. Its particular charac ters, join'd to its very fmall fize, induced me to think it a fubjedl worthy the notice of the Royal Society; efpecially too as there is yet no good figure of it ex hibited.
It is, from the tip of the nofe to the root of the tail upon the edge of the fpine, but feven inches and an half; and the tail, from its root to the extremity, is nine inches; its face about an inch long; and hardly three quarters of an inch broad at the eyes, where it is broadeft. Its utmoft weight is about four ounces and an half averdupoife.
The face is naked, and of a flefh-colour; the eyes black, having no white part vifible; the ears are thin, large in proportion, and of a dark colour;-and are furrounded each with a grove of very white hairs; between which the hairs of the neck are blackifh, and fo are the four extremities: the reft of the body and tail is a mixture of duiky and yellow, fo as to compofe a dark olive; the hairs of the body are 4 exceedingly
exceedingly foft, and, upon clofely examining them, each hair is parti-colour'd, that is, dufky at the root, then a little yellowifh, then dark, and then yellowifh again, fomewhat like the foft feathers o f partridges. T he fingers are flender, each having three joints: they are five on each extremity, and are pointed by nails rather refembling the claws o f birds, than thofe of human bodies 5 which is common to moft other fpecies of the cercopitheci.
I fince waited on M r. Hyde, o f Charterhoufefquare, who fhew'd me another of thefe, which happens to be the male of this very fpecies now deferibed, and feems about one fize larger than my lord's, being about eight inches, meafured by a pack' thread, from the nofeto the root of the tail, and from thence, the tail is about ten inches long. It weighs about fix ounces and a quarter, is very flender like the female, and with fome difficulty moves his pofterior extremities; but they feem always better in warm weather, and more active than in winter, be ing fcarce able to bear cold.
T he fame gentleman gave me befides an account o f the following particulars relating to i t :
This and a female, which is fince dead, were brought by an Eaft-India (hip about two years ago, from Brafile, having occafionally touch'd there in its return from the Indies: which fhews Brafile to be the native place o f thefe animals* And as Mr. Hyde has had his monkey nowtwo years, thefe maybe reafbnably fuppofed at their full grow th; and perhaps the males are commonly fomewhat larger than the females, as it is in fome other animals. They are both very thin and fpare, and of the fame colour in every refpedt, T g except [ 14B ] except that there are more downy white hairs on the male than on the female 5 the marks and features are the fame in both 3 their voices are fmall and fhrill 3 and they are alike in all other refpe&s but the fex 3 and altho' the claws are like thofe of a bird having hooked nails, pointed at the end of every fin ger of the upper extremities, the thumb of each in ferior extremity in male and female is flat like the human, and has a flat nail. Mr. Hyde feeds his monkey fometimes with roafted chefiiuts, fometimes in fummer with fweet fruits, as goofeberries when thorough ripe, plums, cherries, and fuch-like 3 but he will not touch currants, becaufe of their acidity. He feems very fond of the fmaller fpiders and their eggs 3 but not the larger forts 3 nor will he touch the great blue-bottle fly, tho' he greedily eats the fmall common flies. He frequently has a diarrhoea 3 and once, by accident, it was found, that he feem'd to love a gum, call'd gumfenega, which he feeds on with eagernefs, and it never fails to cure him3 fo that he gives it to him now qnly occafionally. Another kind of diet, which I faw him eat, was young fnails 5 of which he eats three a day.
I have chofen the figure of the male to be engraved for the c Tranfaftions> put into fuch an attitude, as will beft fliew the penis and ferotum. They are placed nearly in the fame fituation with thofe of a dog 3 but moft refemble thofe of human nature, being naked of hair, having a fair foft flefh-colour'd fkin, very tender and taper towards the end of the , which is altogether as prominent from the body as the hu man, The feminine part of generation of this fpecies. coniifts i
